New Water Thrill Ride to Debut at Enchanted Forest/Water Safari in 2009
Silverback Gorilla Makes a Splash as Ride’s Highlight
Old Forge, NY (December 16, 2008) New York’s Largest Water Theme park is getting bigger, better and wetter next summer and telling guests to “Go Ape…If They Dare!”  Park staff began construction this fall on a new CanonBOWL™ water slide which will debut for the summer of 2009, the first new water ride since the installation of the Shadow in 2002.  The new double tube ride, purchased from Proslide Technology Inc. of Canada, will be located on the popular Water Safari Island right next door to sister thrill ride Killermanjaro.  The ride’s name, The Curse of the Silverback, definitely puts the word theme in water theme park.

Riders will experience a 100 foot drop into a large 40-foot-diameter bowl where they circle the bowl dropping out the middle into the splash pool below.  “I’ve experienced the ride before,” explains Katie Noonan, Marketing Director for the park, “the most thrilling part of the ride is the first steep drop into the bowl, your stomach feels like it’s in your chest!” The Silverback gorilla theme refers to African Congo gorillas, the dominant leaders of their packs. “The Silverback goes hand in hand with our Safari theme, it’s about adding life to our rides and enhancing the guest’s experience,” Noonan said.  The park has some exciting things planned for this ride, including themeing, contests and even the adoption of a Silverback gorilla through the Dian Fossey Gorilla Fund.  “These special animals are endangered and we’re in a position to help out in a great way,” Noonan explains, “2009 has even been named the Year of the Gorilla by several organizations including UNESO, the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization with huge initiatives being set forth to protect these creatures.” 
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The Enchanted Forest/Water Safari features over 50 rides and attractions, including 32 water rides all with heated water. The park is located on Rt. 28 in Old Forge, NY and opens for the 2009 season on Wednesday, June 17. 
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